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MESSAGE FROM THE VICE CHANCELLOR 
 
It is with great pleasure that I welcome all the new 
entrants to the Faculty of Medicine on behalf of the 
University of Peradeniya.  Those who gain admission to 
the University are indeed a privileged group considering 
the numbers who qualify to enter the Sri Lankan 
University system.  Undoubtedly, the primary objective 
of a medical undergraduate would be to complete the 
course in Medicine successfully and serve the poor 
patients of this country.  The University offers an 
environment conducive for intellectual pursuits of a 
diverse nature.  It has one of the best libraries in South 
Asia covering many branches of learning.  Hence, those 
who gained admission to the university should make use of this unique opportunity, using 
the facilities provided, and lay a solid foundation for their future by achieving academic 
excellence.  
 

In comparison to most universities in the country, University of Peradeniya is the only 

residential university that provides full complement of facilities besides providing 

excellent academic training programmes.  It also provides facilities such as sports and 

many other supplementary opportunities to the undergraduates.  I firmly believe that the 

students should make use of these opportunities to improve their physical and mental 

fitness, leadership qualities, interpersonal and communication skills to become useful 

citizens to the society in general. 

 

In addition, the University of Peradeniya also has a large number of student societies 

covering wide interests ranging, from nature exploration, conservation and scientific 

innovation to culture, music, drama and religious and social activities. Hence, the 

students should gainfully engage themselves in some of the activities mentioned above  

to broaden their horizons. 

 

In conclusion, I take this opportunity to wish all of you a very pleasant and a memorable 
stay at the university and every success in your future academic activities. 
 
 
Professor Upul B. Dissanayake 
Vice-Chancellor 
University of Peradeniya 
 



Faculty of Medicine Handbook - 2017/18 Batch 

   ii  

  



Faculty of Medicine Handbook - 2017/18 Batch 

   iii  

CC

UR

MESSAGE FROM THE DEAN 
 
 

I am delighted and privileged to congratulate every single 

one of you on your entry into this most noble profession. 

We do welcome you with open arms into the folds of the 

intelligentsia. Today, you take a little step, which will 

become a giant leap in a quest towards transforming 

every one of you to be a doctor in the years to come. 

 

Medical Education challenges even the best and the 

brightest of minds to learn the science of medicine and 

public health, together with the art of compassionate 

ŎŀǊŜΦ !ǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǇǊŜƳƛŜǊ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΣ ǘƘŜ CŀŎǳƭǘȅ ƻŦ aŜŘƛŎƛƴŜΣ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 

of Peradeniya, is dedicated to impart knowledge and skills of humane healing through 

innovative educational techniques. 

 

Our faculty is composed of teachers who are passionate about their work and are always 

poised to make significant contributions to medicine, health care and translational 

research. We are dedicated to provide all students with a high quality educational 

experience that is rigorous and committed to inculcate professionalism. In recent years, 

our medical school has become an even better place to pursue a useful learning 

experience. With modernized facilities, a redesigned curriculum with early clinical 

exposure and new academic partnerships, we are looking at a dazzling future.  

 

Our very many achievements are a tribute to the University, our faculty, our students, our 

staff, and our alumni. We treat each batch of new entrants with a focused vision towards 

producing a future generation that would be a credit to this august institution. We hope 

that they would be the crèmedelacrème of medical leaders who would be well prepared 

to practice their chosen specialties and trained to meet the needs of even the most 

discerning members of Sri Lankan society. 

 
Prof. Asiri Abeyagunawardena  
Dean 
Faculty of Medicine 
University of Peradeniya 
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 1. University of Peradeniya 

 
 

  
The University of Peradeniya: Nestling among the peaceful 

and salubrious hills of Hantana 
 
 1.1 Physical Setting 
 
The University of Peradeniya is located amidst great natural beauty just 8 km from the 
city of Kandy - the historic capital of the last independent Kingdom of Sri Lanka. Access to 
the university premises is through the Galaha road, close to the Royal Botanical Gardens 
of Peradeniya, a popular tourist attraction, famous for its rare tropical plants and orchids. 
The University is situated east and south of the Peradeniya town where the Colombo - 
Kandy road crosses the Mahaweli River, the longest river in Sri Lanka. It straddles the 
valley of the Mahaweli and spreads part of the way up the Hantana ranges on the east. 
The Mahaweli River flows across the campus towards the north enhancing the natural 
beauty of the university. 
 
The area of land vested in the university is approximately 2500 acres, extending down the 
valley of the Mahaweli River from Hindagala to the Peradeniya Bridge. About 300 acres 
have been developed to accommodate the faculties, halls of residence, staff bungalows 
administrative offices and centres for extracurricular activities. 
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 1.2 History 
 
The University of Peradeniya traces its origin to the University of Ceylon established by 
the University of Ceylon ordinance in Colombo, in July 1942. After much controversy and 
debate, Peradeniya was identified as the most suitable location for the establishment of a 
new university which could house many faculties, halls of residence, staff quarters and 
other facilities. The university was officially opened in Peradeniya as the University of 
Ceylon, Peradeniya, on 20th April 1954 by the Duke of Edinburgh. The University of Ceylon 
continued to function as 2 campuses; Peradeniya and Colombo until 1967, when the 
University of Colombo was granted independence. The Universities Act (No 16 of 1978) 
created provision for the establishment of these campuses as independent universities. 
Under section 139(1) of this act, the Peradeniya campus was established as an 
independent university, under the name άUniversity of Peradeniya, {Ǌƛ [ŀƴƪŀέΦ  Sir Ivor 
Jennings the first Vice-Chancellor, on his first visit to the campus site in 1944 with the site 
plan of the architect Sir Patrick Abercrombie's, has written, "No University in the world 
would have such a setting". 
 
The faculties created in the University of Peradeniya were Agriculture and Veterinary 
Science in 1949, Arts in 1952, Dental Sciences in 1954, Medicine in 1962, Science and 
Engineering in 1964, Allied Health Sciences in 2006 and Management in 2015. 
 
 
 1.3 Climate 
 
The university is situated at an elevation of 500-1000 meters above sea level and has a 
comfortable mild climate endemic to the Sri Lankan hill country. Peradeniya is located in 
the wet zone of the country and receives a rainfall of 100 inches from both monsoons 
spread throughout the year. There is usually a short dry season in January and February. 
 
The environmental temperature fluctuates between 18-30°C. Higher temperatures are 
usually experienced in the months from February to May with a progressively lower 
temperature in the second half of the year. The nights are cool and the mornings misty in 
the months of December and January.  
 
 
 1.4 University Park 
 
The University Park has numerous trees, which have been planted at the commencement 
of construction of the university. Most of them flower in early March. The University Park 
flourishes with blossoming flowers from May to August. Flowers line the pathways of the 
university situated in the vicinity of the Arts faculty along the banks of the Mahaweli 
River. There are a variety of shade trees in the University Park including the forest reserve 
at the upper region of the Hantana range which covers about 350 acres. 
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 1.5 Map of the University of Peradeniya 
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 1.6 Vision, Mission, Values and Goals of the University  

  
Vision 
 
Be a centre of excellence in higher education with national, regional and global standing. 
 
 
Mission  
 
University of Peradeniya strives to offer globally recognized knowledge and education to 
knowledge seekers at undergraduate, postgraduate and non-graduate levels and deliver 
education, training and research programs by conducting professional and curriculum-
based teaching and learning and conduct high quality research for national, regional and 
global needs whilst maintaining highest levels of efficiency, effectiveness, integrity and 
transparency in contributing to the development of a knowledge-based society. 
 
 
Values 
 
¶ Highest standard of teaching, learning & research 
¶ Academic freedom 
¶ Integrity and transparency in all its functions 
¶ Respect for cultural diversity 

 
Goals 
 
¶ Quality and relevance of all undergraduate & postgraduate programs in the 

University, enhanced to achieve international recognition in Higher Education. 
¶ Developed resources to enhance the quality of research contributing to the national 

and international requirements available. 
¶ Administrative and financial efficiency within the framework of corporate 

governance enhanced. 
¶ Opportunities for a wider range of educational programs to contribute to the 

development of a knowledge- based society increased. 
¶ Physical & human resources to offer a conducive and aesthetic environment for 

academic pursuits enhanced. 
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 1.7 University Crest 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
In establishing its identity at its inception in 1942, the then University of Ceylon decided 
that a coat-of-arms would not be in keeping with the traditions of an oriental country. 
LƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ ƛǘ ŎƘƻǎŜ ŀ ǎŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƛƻƴ ƳƻǘƛŦ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ ƭƻƎƻ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
years although small changes were made during its transformation into the University of 
Peradeniya. 
 
The original Logo of the university consisted of a lion--the lion being the symbol of Sri 
Lanka-- surrounded by a circle containing the Sanskrit motto "Sarvasva Locanam Sastram" 
(Knowledge is the eye unto all) and the words University of Ceylon in English. Outside the 
circle was a design of "Pala Pethi", a symbol of purity and wisdom in indigenous art, 
represented here by stylized lotus petals of the Kandyan Period. The colours of the Logo 
are gold on maroon. 
 
In 1978, when the University of Peradeniya became an independent entity, the Council 
adopted the Logo of the University of Ceylon without the Sanskrit motto, but with the 
words University of Peradeniya in Sinhala, Tamil and English. The annual reports from 
1979 came to carry the Sanskrit aphorism from Hitopadesha, "Vidya Dadati Vinayam" 
(Knowledge gives discipline). In 1991, the Council decided to restore the original Sanskrit 
Motto in the University Logo. As it was observed that the shape of the "Pala Pethi" and 
the original colour combinations have changed over the years, the Council decided in 
2011 to restore all the features of the Logo in accordance with its original design. 
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 1.8 Organization of the University 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

USAB - University Service Appeals Board 
CVCD - Committee of Vice Chancellors and Directors 
ELTU - English Language Teaching Unit 
PGIA - Post Graduate Institute of Agriculture 
PGIS - Post Graduate Institute of Science 
PGIHS- Postgraduate Institute of Humanities and Social Sciences 
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