7
UNIVERSITY GRANTS COMMISSION
oY OO0 L L T mghu
S s .
Ve T UGC/DRICACSCUK/2014 el SR
ol opvcns B W0, G 0o0dTs, 03D 07, 8§ sewd,
Ly Beorsd J\ 20, ey Saab, Qeapging 7. Secewsan.
Your Number 2. Ward Place. Colomba (77, Seil anka.
28 August 2013
Vice Chancellors of Universities
Rectors of Campuses
Dircetors of Institues
I enclose herewith & copy of letter dated 16 August 2013 along with the puidelines for
nomination received from the Executive Sceretary of the Commonwealth Scholarships
Cormmission in the United Kingdom concerning the above.
‘The universities are requested to forward up to THREE nominations each in order of priorily
as per the guiddlines set out by the Commonweulth Scholarships Commission. Application
form and connected information can be downloaded from the UGC websitc (www.uee e [k ).
Nominations should be reccived by the Office of the Vice Chairman not_later than_31 October
2013.
Onee the University Grants Commission shortlists the candidates, they will be usked 1o submit
their applications to the Secretariat of the Commonwealth Association in UK through the
Elecrronic Application System (EAS).
Please instruct all the candidates NOT 10 submit applications through EAS directly 1o
Commonwealth until they are advised to do so by the UGC. They may refer to the
Commanwealth Scholarships website http:/hit)y cscuk-apply  for further information in this
regard.
Your carly atiention to this matter will be greatly appreciated.
Prof. Ranjith §
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Dear Chairman
Commonwealth Scholarships in the United Kingdom ~ 2014

I -am writing to invite you 10 take part in the nomination process for Commonwcalth Scholarships
in the United Kingdom, tcnable from October 2014, Full details of the compelition, including the
number of nominations sought from you, can be found in the *Guidelines for Nomination® which
are enclosed. Copies of the 2014 Prospectus are enclosed with this letter, and it is available on our
website for you and your candidates to access by following the appropriate link at:
http://bit.ly/cscuk-apply.

I}
The closing date for your nominations (o reach the Commission is 17 December 2013, but please
nole that all candidates you wish to nominate must have applied using our Electronic Application
System (ZAS) before it closes on the 3 EEE 2013. =

The continued success of Commonwealth Scholarships depends on our ability to attract

candidates of the hi%hest gity. including an_increasi > of women. Nominating
bodics such as yourscIves play a vital role in this process, and 1 ike to 1ake this opportunity

to thank you and your colleagues for your on-going support. The results of our selections will be
sent to you in April 2014. :

Further information on the current work of the Commission can be found in our most recent

Asuaal Report, which is svailuble on our website at: hup://bitly/escuk=-annual-reports. I hope that
you will find this interesting, and welcome any comment on our work, or suggestions for future
activity. 1f you should have any questions about this invitation or the nomination process, please

contact my colleague Deborah Bennett (deborah bennett@cscuk.org,uk).
Yours sincerely

. Ktcka

Dr John Kirkland

Executive Secretary

Encs: Guidelines for Nomination
Copics of 2014 Scholarships Prospectus
‘lable showing how the EAS works
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Table to Show the Options for Handling Applications and Nominations for

Commonwealth Scholarships and Fellowshi

University Nominations

through the EAS in 2014:

University uses [AS to
seleet and nominate to

University uses i
hard-copy of EAS

University selects using |
own application

application and

must be no later than

CSCUK applications to select |  procedure and then |
and nominate to asks selected
CSCUK candidates to complete
[ _ EAS
Candidates’ dcadline Determined by the Dciermined by the Determined by the
for completing EAS nominating University; it nominating nominating University;

University; it must be

to give selected

submitting to 23:59 GMT no later than 23:59 candidates sufficient
nominator on 03-Dee-13 GMT time it has should be at
on 03-Dec-13 Icast 2 weeks before
23:59 GMT
=T on 03-Dee-13
University’s deadline 23:59 GM'I 23:59 GMT 23:59 GMT
for submitting on 17-Dec-13 on 17-Dec-13 on 17-Dec-13
nominated candidates
to CSCUK
University sends list of 5 Yes Yes Yes
selected candidates to
CSCUK
Candidates’ referces Yes Yes Yes
asked to complete
references
on-line
Candidates asked to
send hard-copy of EAS Yes Yes Yes
application to
nominating University .
References Visible 1o nominating | Referees must send as | Referces must send as
University in the EAS hard-copy to hard-copy 10 nominating
application. If the nominating University
nominator wishes to scc University
signed copies on headed
paper of references
completed using the
EAS, please email
sas@cscukcorguk
Photograph Visible to nominating Candidates anust send | Candidates must send as
University in the CAS as hard-copy to hard-copy to nominating
application nominaling University
University
Birth Certificate and Visible to nominating | Candidatcs must send | Candidates must send as
Transcripts University in the EAS as hard-copy to hard-copy to nominating
application nominating University
(but not on the hard- University
copy)

P.371&



#13 17:14 From:UC OFFICE 8112685841 To:@812389164
Notification of Caundidates can track the
candidates whether or progress of their By nominating By nominating
not they have been application on the EAS. University University
nominated to CSCUK Candidates not
nominated to CSCUK
automatically reecive an
cmail telling them so
University Nominators’ 2
deadline for receipt of Yes Yes No
applications from
candidates earlicr than
23:59 GMT om 03-Dec-
13 can be set in the
EAS
University Nominator
can scek on-line Yes No No
comments on an
application from an
external referee
. University Nominator
can cnter comments on Yes No No
an application for
CSCUK to see
Notes:

1. Do allow referees time to complete refercnces. Although the EAS sends an email to each referce
with a link to the candidate’s application, the email is only sent when the candidate submits
his’her application. So that if a candidate submits just before the deadline and if the Nominator's
deadline for its candidates is the latest possible, the references may not be written in Uime to
influence the Nominator’s selection procedure. You may therefore want to have a deadline for

receipt of applications that is earlicr than 23:59 GMT on 03-Dec-13




Guidelines for nomination: Universily Grants Commission, SRI ,ANK A
Scheme: Commonwealth Scholarships
Nominations invited for 2014: 14 specifically for Split-Site Study.

I am pleased to confirm that the Commonweallh Scholarship Commission in the United Kingdom is
able to invite nominations from University Grants Commission, SRI LANKA for scholarships to be
held in the United Kingdom from October 2014 Full details of the awards are contained in our 2014
Prospecius, copics of which are enclosed for your reference. An electronic version is available on our
Website and we kindly request that you refer all interested candidates to our Website at-

hetp./Vbit.Ivicsg yk-apply
Number and Type of Nominations

14 nomination(s) should be candidates whe wish to undurtake one year rescarch on & split-site basis,
towards a PhD registered at the candidate’s home institution. It is not a requircment that these
candidates hald {ull-time university teaching posts,

Split-site docloral candidates should be registered at their home university (not the UK Institution),
and should wish 1o undertake a period of study in a UK university as an integral part of their home PhD,
It is hoped that this method will assist in the development of viable doctaral programmcs at the
candidate’s home university and reduce the risk ol brain drain by shortening the Scholars’ absence from
service in Lheir own countries. Please note that award holders will not be permitted 1o register for
separate, UK based academic qualifications during their scholarships, Awards are for one academic
year and are designed to fund the UK year of the PhD programme in the full-time mode, providing for
one year's tuilion fee to the UK institution in retum for specialised training and supervision as well as
laboratory facilities perhaps not available at home. The scholars' return airfare and maintenance for the
year is also covercd. Further information is available in the prospectus, ;

As in previous years, we are inviting substantially more nominations than scholarships available, In
view of this, we will not be ablc io consider or acknowledge any nominations beyond the number
requested. 1 would be gratcful if you could make jt clear to all nomineag that to be nominated docs not
in any way guaraniee selection or placement. The Commission will not be able to process any
nominations submitted in excess of the number invited above,

Eligibitity

Eligibility requirements are outlined in the Scholarship Piﬂspwi‘us. I would particularly draw attention
1o the following:

«  candidates should hold, or expect to hold by October 2014, a first degree of at least upper second
class honours level or a degree of second class and a relevant postgraduate degree,

+ candidates should be able to take up their awands in October 2014: deferments arc only granted
in the most cxceptional circumstances, and in any event will not be considered for start dates
beyond January 2015,

+  Applications for split-sitc study must be madc in context of an institutional link between the
institution where the candidate s registered in their home Eountry and the one at which they are
applying 1o study in the UK. .Candidates must provide the Commission with cvidence of suppaort
from their prospective supervisor at the UK institution as well as from their home supervisor ai
the time of application.

*  Awards are..tcnahle at any UK institution of higher education with which the Commission
has a part-funding agreement; a list of these institutions can be found at:



ies, and in any subject area that you consider mects lhe\

sclection eriteria.

« In addition the Commission requires that your nominated candidates provide evidence of their
vompetence in English by means of an overall IELTS score of no less than 6.5 overall with
no less than 5.5 in caeh band, in an academic 1ELTS test taken no earicr than 01 October 2013
and no later than 06 March 2014. You should therefare liaise with the relevant Iritish Couneil
office to arrange IELTS testing of your nominees. [{ will be necessary lor you to supply the
British Council with a list of your nominees. The Commission will meet the cost of testing the
nominees on this list and no more. Only those candidates who submit an cligible IELTS repont,
tuken between 01 October 2013 and 06 March 2014, will be cligible for a scholarship, All others
will be deemed ineligible. -

The Commission will not normally offer awards 1o scholars alrewd ¥ close to completing a doctorate in
their home country, though awards may be tenable to complete doctoral siudies already underway in
their home country or in the UK. It is in any case very importunt that we arc told explicitly if any
nominees are alrcady registercd for higher degrees. Omission of this information may prejudice any
oller we may make.

In addition, the Commission remains concerned at the modest number of women proposcd by many
participating nominators. We arc keen to ensurc an equitable division of awards, and would ask you 1o
particularly take this inte account in selecting your nominations this vear.

Candidates arc expected 10 state at least onc and up to three preferred institutions on the application
form, but the final decision on host institution will be made by the Commission. In recent yeurs,
placement of successful candidates has sornctimes heen delayed by the process of gaining admission io
their host university. For this reason, we cxpect candidates to submit independent applications dircctly
to their preferred institutions. Where offers of admission have been obtained, these should be included
with the nomination, and any subsequent correspondence should be copied to us. In this way, we hope
both to speed up the process, and ensure that an even higher proportion of sucecssful candidates secure
places at the most appropriate institutions,

r s
Sclection Crileria

Final selection of candidates and host institutions will be made by the Commission. We seck candidates
of the highest academic quality who demonstrate a real capacily to make a dilfcrence to their home
country on completion of their award. In order to maximise your institution’s opportunitics we advisc
you to note that the sclection commillees will grade applications on:

=  lheir academic merit
s the quality of their study plan
» the likely development impact that a candidate will have afler their award.

Details of the Commission’s selection criteria arc available on our Website at http:/bit.ly/cseuk-
scholarships-developing-cw and we would recommend you lake these into account when making vour
selections and draw thesc to the attention of your applicants.

We would particularly draw attention 1o the fact that whilst awards remain open to all subjects of study,
our Selection Commitiee will particularly favour applications Ut demonstrably link to the development
priorities of your institution (where applicablc) and your couniry. Candidates should be encouraged o
make any such links explicit in their applications. Nominating institutions are also encouraged to state

theirown prioritics, and make any comment on the future employment prospects of zpplicants
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In addition, the Committec will have regard {or any priority arcas that have alrcady been agreed between

the UK Department for International Development (11°11)) and authorities in your country. Candidutes
should address the general priorities of DFIN which include:

Cducation

Health

Economic Growth and the Private Scclor
Governance and Conflict

Climate and Environment

Witer and Saniwtion

Food and Nutrition

Humanitarian Disasters and Emergencies

The Commission does, however, recognise that development objectives can be pursued through a wide
variety ol subject aicas, and cincowages candidates to specify the potential bencfits that will arise from
their application, whatever field of study is proposed.

Arrangements for Submitting Nominations

We request that all candidates who arc being nominated for a Commonwealth Scholarship use our
Electronic Application System (EAS). There are three options availuble to Nominators:

1. to ask all candidates to complcte the FAS and to assess and then nominate them using the
EAS — you will need to ask the Commission to set you up as a nominator in order to do this.

2. 1o use a printed PDF copy of the EAS application form to assess candidates — in which case
you should ask all'candidates complete the EAS form and print and scnd a hard copy of itto
you. You can then opt ta be set up on the EAS to nominatc candidates to the Commission or
can nominate them to us by sending a list of their names (as detailed below).

3. to use your own application form to make your sclections and then to ask only those
candidatcs you arc nominating, to complete the EAS form to be submitted to the
Commission. You can then opt to be set up on the EAS to nominate candidates to the
Commission or can nominate them to us by sending a list of their names (as detailed below).

Details of the diffcrent procedures can be seen in the enclosed table. The most important of which is
that all candidates nominated to thc Commission must have completed their EAS applications by
3 December 2013. Universities in South Asia arc not in the EAS and consequently, candidates apply
dircetly to the nominating body (¢.g. UGC or HEC as appropriate).

Please note that when a candidate submits his/her application, an email will automatically be sent to the
university's Vice-Chancellor/Rector/Exccutive Head. The email contains a link to the candidate’s
application cnabling the Vice-Chancellor/Rector/Execulive Head to view the candidate’s application
and to enter commenits that support the university’s nomination of the candidate. The candidate cannot
see the comments of the Vice-Chancellor/Rector/Executive Head. Plcasc note that the Commission does
not want the Vice-Chancellor/Rector/Executive Head to be one of the candidate's referces. A
conscquence of the new arrangement is that any member of staff of the university can nominate &
candidate using the EAS and it no longer needs to be the Vice-Chancellor/Rector/Executive Head. Each
of the candidate’s 3 referees will also receive an cmail with a linl: to the candidate’s application.

Institutions proposing to nominate using thc EAS can scc what is involved by locking at the Assessment
guide on one of the pages linked to http://bit.ly/cscuk-gas-agencics . Although you can set the deadline
for receipt of applications, the EAS Team will do this if you email the information topether with the first
and lust name and email address of the Nominator Contacl. Support will be provided to Nominators
using the EAS (o nominate by means of email (eas@cscuk.ory.uk)



The EAS asks each candidate to upload a scanned passport-size photograph, scanned transeripts, a
scanned birth certificate and 2 scan of any offer letter received from a UK institution they have listed in
their application form. In addition, the EAS puts the onus on the candidate (o ensure that references arc
provided through the FAS,

Nominating agencies should not send hard copies of the application; but we request that you do send us
copies of ail documentation that candidates have not been able to scan into their application but huve
been requested to submit to us (transcripts/university offer letters/proof of UK citizenship) as well as
any original references you might reccive in hard copy.

All nominators arc required to confirm the name(s) of their nominated candidate(s) cither by
using the EAS or hy Jet(er sent direct to the Commission in hard copy and by e-mail to Deborah
Bennett (dehorah.bennett@escul.org.uk) with the EAS nomination or e-mail to reach by the 17
December 2013. Please include the six digit EAS application reference number next to the name
of each candidate in your letter.

Further Information

Your contact details for candidates are given on our Website at:
hup:/bit.ly/cscuk-developing-cw-countrics ; [ would be grateful if you could check your entry and
¢-mail my colleague, Dcborah Bennett (deborah.benancti@cscuk.org.uk ) if you would like us to make
any additions or amcndments.

Finally, I would like to express the gratitude of the Commission for your help in ensuring that
Commonwealth Scholarships gontinue to attract applicants of the very highest standards. 1 look forward
to receiving your nominations in due course, and in the meantime would be grateful if you acknowledge
receipt of this letter, gquoting Ref:CS2014UN, as soon as possible. If you would prefer, confirmation

(and any queries) can be sent by ¢c-mail, to deborah.bennett@cscuk.org.uk

JOHN KIRKLAND
Executive Secretary
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TENURE AND PLACEMENT
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and must inclisde 2 kerice of invitation from dhe proprsed UK hest dep-
asemeene. Candidates will have che option of ane full 12 month period of
endy of o sz month pesiods with o period nos greater than 12 mwnthe
clapsing berwocn cach rerm. Those candidares who hawe wor yer eomm-
enced cheis hume bl ar che tie of spplicsion will be digitile fo spend
a maximuen of siv menths in the LK in the first year of thelr sudies.

DMease nare chat wheee dee Commigion sedects o candindase wha will
have slready srarted dueic PhID soudy by se time of dheir welectian, theie
Scholarship will vemmenee at the sian of the nexy scidemic pear (e, In
SepaemberiOiuber follewing dhe selection) and will esd after the Schalar
has heen repisvered for dacie [hD for 36 months, in line with the
Conumibauan’s palecy an PLD lengeh. Agroement on pary fumding in these
cucamatanest B il the docrenon of dic inerlouticn, and candidaies
should clieck with the insiturion(s) ar which they wish w0 study hefnre
applying for o scholandip. The Comuiséon is reviewing it palicy un

' AND FELLOWSHIP PLAN

=

candidaics who have alweady soried their PhD sudy: plase check
herpdihic. by fussuk-nk-universities for upsdares,

THE SELECTION PROCESS

HNominanong for 2014 € onweslth Seholamhips tenable i the Unined
Kingdow ase required ww arrive with the Compission e laer than
17 Decernber 2013 1o electronic fogswe, All nominatng achositics will
have crganised eheir own comperitions in sdwance of this. with cadier
deadlines and busal rules for application, tha you arc suodgly advised 1o
chaock,

T arder to crour 8 compenitive process in she United Kingdoa, the
Cosnsnisiien n Uy seeks app by rhrce times mare womin-
atiany than there ase Scholarhips svailaldle. Fallawing this deadling., cach
namination i first cousidered by 2" member of e Cammission pamel
of advisers wirh expeniss in rhe subject ares concemed ond then by the
Commissions slection committes in eomperition with ouser applicants,

Applications are considerod aording sa e follorming selection eriteria:

*  Academic merit of the candidate

*  The quality of the proposal

* The likely impser of e work an the developnient of the candidaes
hime counery

VALUE OF AWARDS

Msehnhnhppmdm
- Sudent concessionary of orthcr approved sitfare w0 the Uniied
Kingdom and return on cxpiry of the Scholaship (ihe con of jowr-
neys made hefpre (el awsrd confirmarion will not nommally be
reimbursad, uu:unﬁruhnwi for 2 Scholas’s dependanis)

= App 1 and cxand Feci

* A personal maintenance alliwance sc the rate of £917 per manth
{£1,134 per monch for these studying ar instinmions in tbe Londan
Meuropnlinan area) - mates quorsd 1 2012-201 3 fevels

* A granr wowinds the expenscs of peeparing a Usesis or disscrmuios,

*  Ax inivial arrival allowanee, incofporaing an infdal cothing grant
fiar Schabies from cropial cowntrics

= Agrant for expenues for approved eravel within dhe United Kingdow
BT TVETeCAS

* A grane wowands feldwork coses for these Scholans undermaking
docoral sudies for whem s case has boon made for Reldwork
ourside the Unied Kingdogs. 1his shall nor normally cxceed one
cooisouny elas return airfure onothe fieldwork locarion

* A pail mid-rerma fare wo their home country for Sdiolars en threc
year docronal awids. Scholars for whom fieldwetk Fares are provided
tw their home country shall not be entitled to 2 mid-term fre home,
Mﬁnhrlmhwwwmﬁnﬂm}wwdﬂld
allowsnces for mose than 12 awnths during dieis swasd

*  For Scholars gelecied by the Comumisdon for awands exceeding 18
manths, 4 spouss allewance of £220 per manth i payable preovided
tiae thee Scholar amd vpowss are reshding toperther an Use same sddress
in the Uited Kingdom. It is ot paid wheu the spouse is alio in
receipt of an award. Far Scholas sccompatied by cheir spouse and
ehildren. a child allowance is payshic st dhe raee of £138 per month
fut the firsr child, and £108 per mondh for the second and dhied
chibd wnder Lhe age of 16, provided they ame resisling with their




e, The Commistions spouse and Family allowances represent
wnby a conrribution rowards the cosws of Gmily mainsenance Lo the
UK and Seholas should expectand be ahle 1o supplemcnt these allow-
amors o muppon fumily nacaabers wh cheos: 1w enene 1 the TR

Irrespertive of e lengrh of the swand, & Scholar who is widowed,
dmraesed or 3 lome parenn will mocive an allowance in respert of the
Fiumt aceompanying child and child allowsances far ihe seeand mnd
ehied aucomparyiny children

Mage informauen can be found about the: emms and condiiiens of th
Schylarshipg by the 1 andbeok for Commamwealth Scdiclars and Fellem,
available e dhe O wchite.

GENERAL CONDITIONS
OF AWARD

Applivancs showhd be awrare of the ﬁ'l-‘lirwia?. preerad coapliions:

. The Coampupiasan sepcrves e J:ipﬂ'lr 1] pu.l!h:h the ramies of

caisdadstes poovisionally sebeciod lor awsads on che C50C welndee, By
applyityg for an sward, the camdidare phves consent fur such pubilicasan
in the event thar bivber application is seocesstul

*  Candidaies will be notfied of their provisional selecion by the
Commision that is, selection for award subject ro the Unmmbsion
agreeing rhe verma of admidssion mo dee wnisasitpdfinsrisdon

*  Cadidsies will be given a fuomal Moilicion of Awand = the aife

of a -S..'I:ulu\h‘-p a3 soon a3 terms of wdesisdon w the nniwndimy’ e

insrimuron hyve been aprecd
- Frornl epnfirnaiven of the wward will Ly bsoad when all
af rhe Motfieston of Award buve heen et

COMMOMNWEALTH
SCHOLARSHIPS

Commmsrwealdh F-u.-h-a]mhip' 5

c/os The Associarion of C
Wolurn Howse, 20.24 Tav
wwrwndfid. gk caalk

sypport which might be required by au sward lolder w sy sato
wrere i the LIR

* Al rewny and combitions of award are iy o UK locsl law snd
praceices, and ane sabiost v changs by the Comnmisiong

* Al repmbaions eonceming humigration snd vises sre g by the UK
immigration authogary. The Comnigadon Fas pe conteal over fhose;
prhease moia it chey wio subpec 1o change

= Candilaes fuen Commvensealis couniries which requise 2 Tier 4
vitu ¢ come to the 1T fur ".'I'lld? may be reqmied o taske an
approved English lampusge vest andfug be wreened tor iubereislosis
mn order we abrain el visg, The rq;ul.-.ru:u-x on thie aould :11;-:5‘-
st ony peant. You afe advacd 1o check the UK juumigration
suthariy wehdine 31 www akbahomoolloe goeuk for updaes

= In line wirls che UK Bribery Ao which wame ime effecr on L July
2007, it i Comnisdon policy that any camlidate opuvicred of
bribery will he banned frou rempplying for 3 Comwaweshily
Scholarship for o peaod of up o fve yoers

! A Schodarlsip may be erminared a0 any fioe for rescons of
wismiisfaciony conduct, progs. o arpendance

ADDITIONAL
REQUIREMENTS

The Comnusion may require cardidaies o wndereake the scadendic
¢ eewr 35 3 condivon af eigibiling 1t s rhe
w chack with rheir mmm;unp- :.gnu:} \-.'h-r'l‘xr

ary aams of e

§wrich &r}ur#ﬁeﬂerﬂ-
q_.- s l:h:}..em:ral. Dreptai Cowncit; Failure ro nueer che
i3 requinfinents Fag jﬁm:mn by 31 L'I.I}- 4 u:ﬂ.nfl
l';l. w.lﬂ, mor be umh!m-nﬁ The |.'|:|'|.IT‘I.
ﬁ ;













